Lack of discernible effect of diagnostic ultrasound on the chromosomes of cord blood lymphocytes exposed in utero.
The levels of either sister chromatid exchanges or chromosome breakage (as assayed by the frequency of micronuclei) in cord blood lymphocytes from a total of 62 babies were analysed. The exposure of these babies to ultrasound during gestation was determined retrospectively from medical records and the data reclassified accordingly. No correlation was seen between the levels of chromosome breakage, as measured by these two end-points, and exposure to ultrasound.